
 

 

GLOSSARY OF LEGAL TERMS
A B C D E F G H I J L M N O P Q R S T U V W

ABSTRACT OF TITLE:

A chronological summary of all official records and
recorded documents affecting the title to a parcel of
real property.

 

ACCESSORY:

One who contributes to or aids in the commission of a
crime.

 

ACCUSED:

A person against whom a charge has been made.

 

ACQUITTAL:

A verdict after a trial that a defendant in a criminal case
has not been proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt
of the crime charged.

 

ACTION:

Case, cause, suit or controversy disputed or contested
before a court of justice.

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

Documents certified by a government official giving
them legal validity.

 

ACTUS REUS:

Proof that a criminal act has occurred.

 

ADDITUR:

An increase by a judge in the amount of damages
awarded by a jury.

 

ADJUDICATING:

The giving or pronouncing of a judgment or decree for
one side or the other in a lawsuit.

 

ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY:

A government agency; a generic term which
encompasses "board" and "commission".

 

ADMONITION:

Oral advice by a judge to a jury or a defendant.

 

AFFIDAVIT:

A written statement sworn to before a notary public or
another person possessing authority to administer an
oath.

 

AFFIANT:

A person who makes and signs an affidavit.

 

AFFIRM:

Make a formal declaration in place of an oath.

 

AFFIRMED:

In the practice of appellate courts, the word means that
the decree or order at issue is declared valid and will
stand as rendered in the lower court.

 

ALLEGATION:

An assertion made by a party which must be proved or
supported with evidence.

 

ALIAS SUMMONS:

Summons identical to original but issued subsequent to
the original.

 

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION:

Settling a dispute without a full, formal trial. Methods
include mediation, arbitration, settlement among others.

 

AMEND:

Improve, correct or change.

 

ANSWER:

In pleading, a response to a complaint.

 

APPEAL:

Application to a higher court to right an injustice or
correct an error of a lower court.

 

APPEAL BOND:

A sum of money posted by an appellant.

 

APPEARANCE:

Appearing in court as an attorney, a plaintiff or a
defendant in an action.

 

APPELLANT:

One who appeals a court decision.

 

APPELLANT COURT:

A court having jurisdiction to hear appeals and review a
trial court's procedure.

 

APPELLEE:

The party against whom an appeal is taken.

 

APPELLATE COURT:

Court having the power to hear appeals and to reverse
court decisions; refers to a court of review rather than
one with trial jurisdiction.

 

ARRAIGNMENT:

Criminal's defendant's initial appearance in court held
for the purpose of informing the defendant of the
charges, allowing the defendant to state an answer to
the charges, setting bail and appointing an attorney, if
necessary.

 

ARREST:

To take into custody by legal authority.

 

ASSAULT:

Threat to inflict injury with an apparent ability to do so.
Also, any intentional display of force which would give
the victim reason to fear or expect immediate bodily
harm.

 

ATTACHMENT:

Legal seizure of a person or property; the writ ordering
seizure.

 

ATTORNEY OF RECORD:

The attorney whose name appears in the permanent
records of the files of a case.

 

AUTHENTICATED COPY:

A certified copy of a document on file which is
accompanied by a certificate attesting to the office of
the person signing the copy and that the signatures
contained thereon are genuine.

 

BAIL:

Money or other security (such as bail bond) given to
secure a person's release from custody, which is at risk
should he or she subsequently fail to appear before the
court. Bail and bond are often used interchangeably.

 

BAIL BOND:

A written guarantee that a party will appear in court
when ordered, or risk losing the value of the bond.

 

BAILIFF:

A court attendant who keeps order in the courtroom
and has custody of the jury.

 

BATTERY:

A beating, or wrongful physical violence. The actual
threat to use force is an assault; the use of it is a
battery, which usually includes an assault.

 

BIND OVER:

To hold for trial; a finding at a preliminary hearing that
sufficient evidence exists to require a trial on the
charges made against the defendant.

 

BREACH OF CONTRACT:

A legally inexcusable failure to perform a contractual
obligation.

 

BRIEF:

A written argument submitted to the court by counsel
setting forth facts and law supporting his or her client's
case.

 

BURDEN OF PROOF:

The necessity or duty of affirmatively proving a fact or
facts in dispute on an issue raised between the parties
in a case. For example, in a criminal case, the
prosecutor has the duty (burden of proof) to prove that
the defendant is guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.

 

CALENDARING:

Assigning and scheduling of court appearances.

 

CAPTION:

The heading or introductory clause of a pleading or
other papers connected with a case; it shows the
names of the parties, name of the court, number of the
case, etc.

 

CASE:

Any action or special proceeding.

 

CAUSE:

A lawsuit, litigation or action. Any question, civil or
criminal, litigated or contested before a court of justice.

 

CERTIFICATE (AS TO THE STATE OF THE
RECORD):

A statement by the clerk as to whether a
defendant/respondent was served; date served; and
that defendant/respondent has failed to answer within
the time allowed.

 

CERTIFIED COPY:

A copy of a document with a certificate attesting that
the copy is a true and correct copy of a document on
file.

 

CHALLENGE FOR CAUSE (PEREMPTORY
CHALLENGE):

Term of art used mainly in juror challenges; a specific
reason for removing the prospective juror, e.g.,
prospective juror is related to one of the parties.

 

CHANGE OF VENUE:

Moving a case from one court to another, because of
inability to get an impartial hearing due to publicity,
public feeling, etc.

 

CHARGE:

An accusation or formal complaint, information or
indictment.

 

CITATION:

1) A summons to a misdemeanor calling for
appearance in court; 2) a reference in a brief to a
previous court decision, statute or other authoritative
writing.

 

CIVIL ACTIONS:

Non-criminal cases in which one private individual or
business sues another for redress of private or civil
rights.

 

COMMON LAW:

Law arising from judicial decisions, rather than from
laws passed by the legislature.

 

COMPLAINT:

CIVIL - The initial pleading in a civil action which states
the claim for which relief is sought.

CRIMINAL - A charge that a person has committed an
offense.

 

COMPLAINANT:

One who instigates prosecution against a suspected
person.

 

CONCURRENT SENTENCE:

Sentences for more than one violation which are to be
served at the same time rather than one after the other.

 

CONFESSION:

A statement acknowledging guilt which is made by a
person charged with a crime.

 

CONFISCATE:

The governmental taking of private property without
payment.

 

CONFORMED COPY:

A copy which exactly corresponds to the original.

 

CONSOLIDATE:

The joining of two or more separate lawsuits for trial
purposes.

 

CONTEMPT:

Willful disobedience or an open disrespect of a court,
judge, or legislative body.

 

CONTEMPT OF COURT:

Any act which embarrasses, hinders or obstructs the
court or which lessens the court's authority or its
dignity. A finding of contempt may carry civil or criminal
penalties.

 

CONTINUANCE:

Postponement of an action pending in court.

 

CONTRACT:

A legally enforceable agreement between two or more
competent parties made either orally or in writing.

 

CONVENE:

To come together or cause to assemble in court.

 

CONVICTION:

Judgment or verdict of guilty in a criminal case.

 

COSTS:

Monies necessarily expended in the course of a
lawsuit, beginning with the docketing or filing fee, and
may include service fees, witness fees, publication
fees, deposition costs, etc.

 

COUNSEL OF RECORD:

All attorneys involved in a lawsuit who have formally
appeared therein.

 

COUNTERCLAIM:

A claim by defendant against a plaintiff in response to a
complaint.

 

CROSS-CLAIM:

A claim by a defendant in a lawsuit against a
co-defendant.

 

CUSTODY:

Care and keeping of a person or of an article; physical
detention; imprisonment.

 

CUSTODY STATUS:

Whether defendant is in custody, released on bail or
released on own recognizance.

 

CUMULATIVE SENTENCE:

Sentences for two or more crimes to run successively
rather than concurrently.

 

DAMAGES:

Money awarded by a court to a person injured by the
unlawful act or negligence of another person.

 

DE NOVO:

Anew. A trial de novo is a new trial of the case.

 

DECISION:

The judgment reached or given by a court of law.

 

DECLARATORY JUDGMENT:

A judgment of the court determining the rights of the
parties or giving the court's opinion on a legal point,
without ordering that anything be done. A declaratory
judgment is usually requested before the happening of
(and in order to prevent) any specific act which could
result in a claim for damages.

 

DECREE:

An order of the court.

 

DEFAULT:

Failure to appear and defend in a court action which
may result in a judgment against the defaulting party.

 

DEFENDANT:

The party in a lawsuit against whom a claim is being
made.

 

DEFERRED SENTENCE:

A sentence, the pronouncement or determination of,
which has been postponed or delayed pending the
satisfaction of certain conditions set by the court. With
a deferred sentence, there is no sentence and the
judge reserves the power to sentence at a later time.
The difference between suspension and deferral of
sentence is that suspension involves a sentence
imposed while deferral does not. With suspension, the
sentence having been imposed, the court cannot later
alter the sentence upwards. With deferral, no sentence
having been imposed, the court may give any sentence
it could originally have given.

 

DEPOSITION:

Testimony of a witness under oath, not taken in open
court.

 

DISCOVERY:

Investigation and gathering of information by opposing
parties prior to going to trial, e.g., depositions,
interrogatories and other methods.

 

DISMISSAL:

WITH PREJUDICE: No further lawsuit may be brought
by the same plaintiff on the same subject.

WITHOUT PREJUDICE: The same plaintiff may
subsequently bring a lawsuit on the same subject.

 

DISPOSITION:

Final settlement or result of a case, whether by
dismissal, judgment, etc.

 

DISQUALIFICATION:

The removal of a judge from presiding in a case by
affidavit of a party to the action. Also, known as
EXCUSAL.

 

DISSENT:

An appellant court opinion setting forth the minority
view and outlining the disagreement of one or more
judges with the decision of the majority.

 

DOCKET NUMBER:

The numerical designation assigned to each case by a
court.

 

DOCKETING:

Registering all the activity in a case, e.g., court
appearances and papers filed.

 

DOUBLE JEOPARDY:

Being placed more than once in danger of being
convicted and sentence for the same offense.

 

DUE PROCESS OF LAW:

The fundamental rules which guarantee "fair play"in the
conduct of legal proceedings; ie., the right to an
impartial jury, the right to present evidence on one's
own behalf, the right to confront one's accuser, the right
to be represented by counsel, etc.

 

EQUAL PROTECTION:

When the government, courts, and laws of a state are
open and available to all persons of a state under the
same conditions with like rules of procedure and
evidence.

 

ET AL:

And others.

 

EVIDENCE:

All types of information (written, verbal, material
objects) which may be presented in a trial or other
hearing.

 

EXAMINATION:

An investigation or questioning of a witness under oath.

DIRECT: The first questioning in a trial of a witness by
the party that called the witness.

CROSS: The questioning of an opposing witness
during a trial or hearing.

REDIRECT: The questioning of a witness by the party
that called the witness, conducted after
cross-examination, to rehabilitate the witness or amplify
matters discussed in cross-examination.

REBUTTAL: The introduction of new evidence to
contradict the evidence and affirmative defenses
presented by the opposing party.

 

EXCUSAL:

See DISQUALIFICATION.

 

EXECUTION:

Carrying out a court judgment; a writ empowering an
officer to enforce a judgment.

 

EXECUTION SALE:

A sale on a mortgage foreclosure; a sale made under
proper authority following a levy on the property of a
debtor.

 

EXHIBIT:

A document or item which is formally introduced in
court and which, when accepted, is made a part of the
case file.

 

EXONERATE:

To relieve or exculpate someone of a debt.

 

EX PARTE:

By, or for or on the request of one party only, without
notice to the adverse party.

 

EX PARTE PROCEEDING:

One in which only one side is represented (differs from
adversary system or proceeding).

 

EXTRADITION:

The surrender from one state to another of a person
the second state wants to criminally prosecute.

 

FELONY:

A serious crime, punishable by imprisonment for more
than one year.

 

FIDUCIARY:

A person having the legal relationship of trust and
confidence to another and having a duty to act primarily
for the other's benefit, e.g., a guardian, trustee or
executor.

 

FILE:

A record of the court. In general, "file" or "filing"
denotes acceptance, for official custody, by the clerk's
office of a document by affixing the court filing stamp
which shows the name of the court, clerk and the date
and time of filing. This document will then be docketed
and placed in the proper court file containing all
pleading, summons, subpoenas pertaining to that case.

 

FINDING:

A decision by a judge or jury about a question of fact.

 

FINE:

A penalty or forfeiture.

CIVIL - To be paid to the offended party.

CRIMINAL - To be paid to the court.

 

FRAUD:

Intentional deception to deprive another person of
property or to injure that person in some other way.

 

GARNISHMENT:

A proceeding by which a person's wages or goods are
seized and delivered to a person to whom a debt is
owed.

 

GUARDIANSHIP:

Legal right given to a person to be responsible for the
food, housing, health care, and other necessities of a
person deemed incapable of providing these
necessities for him or herself. A guardian may also be
given responsibility for the person's financial affairs,
and thus perform additionally as conservator.

 

GUARDIAN AD LITEM:

A person appointed by the court to look after the
interests of a minor or an incapacitated person whose
property rights are involved in litigation.

 

HABEAS CORPUS:

A writ which commands that a person be brought
before a judge. Most commonly, a writ of habeas
corpus is a legal document that forces law enforcement
authorities to produce a prisoner they are holding and
to legally justify his or her detention.

 

HARMLESS ERROR:

An error committed during a trial which was corrected
or was not serious enough to affect the outcome of a
trial and therefore was not sufficiently harmful
(prejudicial) to be reversed on appeal.

 

HEARING:

A formal court proceeding in which matters related to a
case are handled; not a trial.

 

HUNG JURY:

A jury that cannot reach a verdict.

 

IN CAMERA:

In chambers, or in private. A hearing in camera takes
place in the judge's office outside of the presence of
the jury and the public.

 

INADMISSIBLE:

That which under the rules of evidence cannot be
admitted or received in evidence.

 

INDICTMENT:

An accusation of a crime by a grand jury in a criminal
case upon the request of a prosecutor.

 

INDIGENT:

One who is needy and poor.

 

INFORMATION:

Accusatory document, filed by the prosecutor, detailing
the charges against the defendant.

 

INTERVENTION:

An action by which a third person who may be affected
by a lawsuit is permitted to become a party to the suit.

 

ISSUE:

(1) The disputed point or question to which the parties
to a case have narrowed their disagreement. (2) To
send out officially (to issue and order).

AT ISSUE - An action which is at issue is in all respects
ready for trial.

 

JUDGMENT:

The official decision of a court.

 

JUDGMENT CREDITOR:

A party in a lawsuit who received a favorable decision
and is awarded money or property against a debtor.

 

JURAT:

An attestation by a notary public or other official that a
document is a sworn statement.

 

JURISDICTION:

The court's legal authority to render judgment in a
case; power of the court over person and subject
matter.

 

JURY:

TRIAL OR PETIT: A group of people assigned to hear
a case and render a verdict.

GRAND: A group of people assigned to listen to
prosecutorial evidence and to decide whether to indict
a person.

 

LARCENY:

Obtaining property by fraud or deceit.

 

LIABLE:

Legally responsible for.

 

LIBEL:

Published words or pictures that falsely and maliciously
defame a person. Libel is published; slander is spoken.

 

LIEN:

Any money judgment placed against property which
prevents a person from selling the property without
satisfying the judgment.

 

LIMINE:

A motion requesting that the court exclude certain
evidence that might prejudice the jury.

 

LITIGANTS:

Parties to a law suit.

 

LITIGATION:

A case, controversy, or lawsuit.

 

MANDAMUS:

A writ issued by a court ordering a public official to
perform an act.

 

MEDIATION:

A form of alternative dispute resolution, in which the
parties bring their disputes to a neutral third party, who
helps them agree on a settlement.
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MEMORIALIZED:

In writing.

 

MENS REA:

 

The guilty mind necessary to establish criminal
responsibility.

 

MINOR:

A person who has not reached the age of majority.

 

MISDEMEANOR:

A public offense less serious than a felony, usually
punishable by a fine and/or short jail sentence.

 

MISTRIAL:

A trial which is terminated before a verdict is reached,
either because of some extraordinary circumstance,
because of fundamental error prejudicial to the
defendant, or because of a hung jury.

 

MOOT:

A moot case or a moot point is one not subject to a
judicial determination because it involves an abstract
question or a pretended controversy which has not yet
actually arisen or has already passed.

 

MOTION:

A request that a judge make a ruling or take some
other action.

 

NEGLIGENCE:

Failure to exercise that degree of care which a
reasonable man would exercise under the same
circumstances.

 

NOLO CONTENDERE:

A plea of no contest. It has the same legal effect as a
plea of guilty for purposes of the action before the
court; however, the plea may not be used against the
defendant as an admission of guilt in a civil suit brought
on the same facts.

 

NOTICE:

Formal notification to the party that has been sued in a
civil case of the fact that the lawsuit has been filed;
also, any form of notification of a legal proceeding.

 

NULLA BONA:

Return of a writ of execution signifying that the officer
made a diligent search and was unable to find any
property of the defendant liable to seizure under the
writ.

 

NUNC PRO TUNC:

Now for then: retroactive effect given to an order:
usually used to mean the supplying of an omission in a
record rather than the correction of an omitted action.

 

OBJECTION:

The process by which one party takes exception to
some statement of procedure. An objection is either
sustained or overruled by the judge.

 

"ON HIS OWN RECOGNIZANCE":

Release of a person from custody without the payment
of any bail or posting of bond.

 

OPINION:

The written decision of an appellant court. The majority
or plurality opinion expresses the court's decision. A
concurring opinion generally agrees with the majority,
but usually states different or additional reasons for
reaching the same conclusion. A dissenting opinion
states the opinion of the judges who disagree with the
majority.

 

ORDER:

A written or oral command from a court directing or
forbidding an action.

 

ORDINANCE:

A local law adopted by a municipality.

 

OVERRULE:

Judge's decision not to allow an objection; also,
decision by higher court finding that a lower court
decision was in error.

 

OPEN ACCOUNT:

An account which has not been finally settled or closed
but is still running or open to future adjustments or
liquidation.

 

PAROLE:

The supervised conditional release of a prisoner before
the expiration of his or her sentence. If the parolee
observes the conditions, he or she need not serve the
rest of his or her term.

 

PEREMPTORY CHALLENGE:

A challenge made by a party to a potential juror which
states no cause and dismisses the juror from the panel.

 

PERJURY:

The criminal offense of making a false statement under
oath.

 

PETITIONER:

A person who makes a written request that the court
take a particular action.

 

PLAINTIFF:

CIVIL - A person who brings an action in court.

CRIMINAL - The state (or other governmental entity).

 

PLEA:

A defendant's formal answer to a criminal charge,
usually "guilty" or "not guilty".

 

PLEADING:

The process by which parties to a civil lawsuit present
written statements of their respective contentions.

 

"POWER OF ATTORNEY":

Formal authorization of a person to act in the interests
of a person incapable of managing his or her own
affairs or property.

 

PRECEDENT:

A previously decided case which guides the decision
for future cases.

 

PRELIMINARY HEARING (CRIMINAL):

A hearing held in magistrate court to determine whether
there is probable cause that a defendant has
committed a crime and should be bound over to district
court for trial.

 

PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCE:

A meeting between the judge and the lawyers involved
in a lawsuit to narrow the issues in the suit, agree on
what will be presented at the trial, and make a final
effort to settle the case without a trial.

 

PREVAILING PARTY:

The person who wins a lawsuit.

 

PROBABLE CAUSE:

Sufficient legal reasons for allowing the search and
seizure or the arrest of a person.

 

PROBATE:

The process of proving that a will is valid and should be
carried out. Also refers more generally to the law
governing estates.

 

PROCEEDING:

Any hearing or court appearance related to the
adjudication of a case.

 

PROCESS:

The means of compelling a defendant to appear in
court, e.g., a summons.

 

PRO SE:

In one's own behalf; commonly used to refer to a party
representing himself or herself in a court action, instead
of being represented by an attorney.

 

PROSECUTOR:

A trial lawyer representing the government in a criminal
case.

 

PRO TEMPORE:

For the time; temporarily

 

PUBLIC DEFENDER:

Government lawyer who provides free legal defense
services to an indigent person accused of a crime.

 

QUASH:

To make void or set aside.

 

QUORUM:

The number of persons who must be present to make
the actions of a group valid.

 

REBUTTAL:

Evidence disproving other evidence previously given or
reestablishing the credibility of challenged evidence.

 

REAL PROPERTY:

Land and things attached to land.

 

RECORD:

All the documents and evidence plus transcripts of oral
proceedings in a case.

 

RECUSAL:

The voluntary action by a judge to remove himself or
herself from presiding in a given case.

 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION:

Opportunity to present rebuttal evidence after one's
evidence has been subjected to cross- examination.

 

REMAND:

Order by an appellate court which sends a case back to
the lower court for action in accord with the appellate's
court's opinion.

 

REMEDY:

Legal or judicial means by which a right or privilege is
enforced or the violation of a right or privilege is
prevented, redressed or compensated.

 

REMITTITUR:

The reduction by a judge of the damages awarded by
the juror.

 

REPLEVIN:

Action to secure property claimed to be wrongfully held
by another.

 

REPLY:

The response of the plaintiff to the defendant's
arguments.

 

RESPONDENT:

The person against whom an appeal is taken.

 

REST:

A party is said to "rest" or "rest its case" when it has
presented all of the evidence it intends to offer.

 

RETURN OF SERVICE:

A certificate or affidavit by the person who has served
process upon a party to an action, reflecting the date
and place of such service.

 

REVERSE:

Action of a higher court in setting aside or revoking a
lower court decision.

 

REVERSIBLE ERROR:

An error sufficiently prejudicial (harmful) to justify
reversing the judgment of the lower court.

 

RULES OF EVIDENCE:

Standards governing whether evidence in a civil or
criminal case is admissible.

 

SATISFACTION OF JUDGMENT (CIVIL):

Payment of all monies determined to be owed pursuant
to a court judgment.

 

SEAL:

The impression seal of the court; to place this
impression seal on a document.

 

SEARCH WARRANT:

A written order issued by a judge that directs a law
enforcement officer to search a specific area for a
specific piece of evidence.

 

SENTENCE:

A court's determination of punishment to be inflicted on
a person convicted of a crime.

 

SEQUESTERED FILE:

File kept in a separate, secure place.

 

SERVICE:

Formal delivery of a court document to a party;
depending on the situation, it may be personal, by mail
or by publication.

 

SETTLEMENT:

An agreement between the parties disposing of a
lawsuit.

 

SEVER:

To separate claims of or against different parties
involved in the same lawsuit for trial purpose.

 

SHOW CAUSE:

An order requiring a person to appear in court and state
why certain action should not be taken.

 

STANDING:

The legal right to bring a lawsuit. Only a person with
something at stake has standing to bring a lawsuit.

 

STARE DECISIS:

The doctrine that courts will follow principles of law laid
down in previous cases. Similar to precedent.

 

STATUTE:

A law passed by the legislature, compiled as New
Mexico Statutes Annotated, 1978 or NMSA 1978.

 

STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS:

The law which sets a time limit for the filing of certain
types of action.

 

STATUTORY LAW:

Law enacting by the legislative branch of government,
as distinguished from case law or common law.

 

STAY:

A court order halting a judicial proceeding.

 

STIPULATION:

A pleading which reflects certain agreements between
the parties to an action.

 

SUBPOENA:

An order to appear in court.

 

SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM:

An order to appear in court and to bring along
documents or other requested items.

 

SUMMARY JUDGMENT:

A judgment for one party in a lawsuit before the
conclusion of a full trial.

 

SUMMONS:

A writ informing the person named in a lawsuit against
him or her and ordering the person to appear in court to
defend or to risk entry of a default judgment.

 

SUPERSEDEAS BOND:

A bond posted on appeal which insures that no action
will be taken to collect the judgment being appealed.

 

SURETY:

One who guarantees payment of a debt (such as bail)
should the principal fail to pay or to perform some duty.

 

SUSPENDED SENTENCE:

The imposition of a sentence and the suspension in
whole or in part of the execution of the sentence.

 

TESTIMONY:

Evidence given by a competent witness under oath, as
distinguished from evidence derived from writings and
other sources.

 

TITLE:

Legal ownership of property, usually real property or
automobiles.

 

TORT:

An injury or wrong committed on the person or property
of another. A tort is an infringement of the rights of an
individual, but not founded on contract.

 

TRANSCRIPT:

Reporter's verbatim record of trial proceedings which is
part of the record on appeal.

 

TRIAL DE NOVO:

A new trial.

 

UNLAWFUL DETAINER:

Illegal withholding of property of another.

 

VACATE:

To set aside or cancel.

 

VENUE:

The location where a trial may take place.

 

VERDICT:

CRIMINAL - A jury's decision or, in cases where there
is no jury, a court's decision as to the guilt or innocence
of a defendant.

CIVIL - The decision for plaintiff or for defendant by a
jury.

 

VOIR DIRE:

A form of questioning to show qualifications of
prospective jurors.

 

WAIVER:

The act of intentionally abandoning a right, claim or
privilege.

 

WARRANT:

An order from a court which authorizes an officer to: 1)
Arrest a person (arrest warrant); 2) Search a place
(search warrant); or 3) Arrest a person who fails to
appear in court or pay a fine or fee as ordered (bench
warrant).

 

WITH PREJUDICE:

Applied to orders of judgment dismissing a case,
meaning that the plaintiff is forever barred from bringing
a lawsuit on the same claim or cause.

 

WITHOUT PREJUDICE:

A claim or cause dismissed "without prejudice" may be
the subject of a new lawsuit.

 

WITNESS:

One who testifies to what he or she has seen, heard or
otherwise experienced.

 

WRIT:

A formal legal document ordering or prohibiting the
performance of some action.
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